antibiotics produced by microorganisms, a strain termed KSM-2690was found to produce a new complex of triene-/3-lactone antibiotics in the culture filtrate. The active principle was recovered from the broth filtrate with ethyl acetate extraction and could be divided into six components, three major components KSM-2690 A (1), B (2) and C (3), and three minor components KSM-2690 D, E and F, on the basis of their respective order of elution under the reverse-phase HPLC. The characteristic UV and IR spectra of their components were similar to those of oxazolomycins1'2^indicating that these new compoundsare members of the triene-/3-lactone group of antibiotics.
Amongthem, the new antibiotics 2 and 3 presented here were an additional memberof this group and its isomer, as shown in the gross structures. In this report, we describe preliminary taxonomic characteristics of the producing strain, fermentation, isolation, structural elucidation and biological activity of antibiotics 2 and 3.
The producing strain KSM-2690was isolated from a soil sample collected at Masuko-machi, Tochigi prefecture, Japan. According to the procedure of the International Streptomyces Project (ISP) as recommended by Shirling pp.1397 -1400
and Gottlieb3), this strain exhibited the following cultural characteristics during incubation for 3 weeks at 28°C in various media. The aerial mass color was white to yellowish-gray and chocolate brown to dark brown, and the reverse-side color of vegetative growth was yellowish-gray to yellowish-brown; soluble pigment was not produced.
Melanoid pigment was not produced on ISP medium 6 and 0.05%, and CaCO3 0.32% (pH 7.0) in a 500-ml reciprocal flask. The determination of the activity of a complex of antibiotics KSM-2690 was made by a conventional paperdisc diffusion assay using spore suspension of Bacillus determined as 669, which is 14 mass unit larger than oxazolomycin. The 2H-NMR spectrum of 2 was also similar to that of oxazolomycin ( (Table 1) . The obvious differences were found in the chemical shifts around the triene moiety (H5\ 6', 7' and 8') of 3. The coupling constants of H6'-7' and H8'-9' were determined to be both 15Hz, whereas those were llHz and 15Hz, respectively, in 2. Kanzaki et al.2) found two oxazolomycin isomers, and further investigated the relation between triene configurations and proton chemical shifts. The chemical shifts of H3' to H9' of 3 was closely similar to that of oxazolomycin C. Thus, the triene configurations of 3 were determined to be 4'Z, 6'E and 8'£. The NOEcorrelations around the /3-lactone and /-lactam rings were same as that of 2. Therefore, 3 was determined to be a configurational isomer of2 at 6'-1' double bonds.
On the other hand, structural elucidation of 1 has been unsuccessful because of its instability in NMRexperiments, although 1 was another member of the same class of compoundswith characteristic UVspectrum.
As shown in previous reports2'8 '9) 
